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the Papal decrees as a citizen to an unjust government,
under appeal. Since the Vatican Council all this is
changed. Submission to a decree is now a confession
that it is true and right. The Pope demands the sub-
jection of reason and conscience. This is the acknow-
ledged doctrine of the Jesuits, who inculcate the
sacrifice of reason. Keinkens illustrates this by a
cloister rule. If a superior tells an inferior to take
some flowers and plant them with the roots upwards,
the inferior must obey. If he is further told that it
was the design of the Creator that the roots should
grow upwards, and that the contrary is against the
laws of nature, the inferior must believe -that this is
true. In former times Catholic youths were taught
even out of their catechisms that the voice of con-
science is the voice of God; but now Bishop Krementz,
of Ermland, for instance, says that the Church is above
conscience. Conscience, as the old Fathers said, is the
Logos, the Word of God within us, and no external
authority can be above it. Conscience judges every
word and every law that comes from without, and
tries it if it be from God. It can only receive what
comes to it through the medium of reason and free-
dom, and not what comes in the way of force. Every
authority must approve itself to conscience. Christ's
words make our hearts burn within us, and therefore
we obey the voice out of the excellent glory which
bids us ' Hear Him.5

While the Council was sitting, and the German
bishops were determined in their opposition to the
new dogma, there was hope of the Liberal party being
able to maintain their ground. But when the bishops